
 

LAVERDA     Owner’s Club News 
1Q - 2008  Bob Andren (805)525-2583   (401)397-4253        bobkandren@verizon.net 
 
 

NALOC  RALLY  ON SCHEDULE 
 
 NALOC 2008 Rally: Well, hopefully, the best laid plans will come to fruition.   Things are 
progressing well for our NALOC Rally to be held July 25-27, 2008 in conjunction with the annual AMA Vintage 
Motorcycle Days (formerly known as the Mid-Ohio Meet) in Lexington, Ohio at the Mid-Ohio Race Track.  This 
may be a once in a lifetime event as we will have three Laverda Factory Production Racers in attendance and 
running – a 500 Bol D’Or, a 1000cc Triple, and the famous V6.  The latter two will be brought over from Italy by 
Piero and his Laverda Corsa team.   The 500 will be brought cross country from Pasadena, CA by current owner 
Brian Larrabure .  All of these folks deserve a great round of applause for making these efforts.   
  
 The Club will have  all-Laverda parade laps each day so we can show off our beasts from Breganze and 
Zane to the huge crowd that attends the VMD event.  In the Club “marquis tent”, we’ll have a display of most all 
Laverda production models, regalia & poster sales, and chances to mingle with the Laverda extended family.  
Fernando Cappellotto, the factory development tester, will also make the trip.  Piero will give seminars on Laverda 
history and there will be several entertaining talks at the Saturday night banquet (plus handout of awards). 
 
 Accomidations are rapidly filling up so please make arrangements early (as in now!).  For further 
information/registration forms, you can contact me or go to the club web site (see below).  But waste no time. 
 
 New NALOC Web Address:  Thanks to Bill McCracken for setting us up with a new web site that 
(1) gives us lots more space now for information and (2) has a name which reflects better  the Club’s name.  Also, 
many thanks to Tony Arminio for sponsoring the previous web site for so many years.  The  new web site address is 
www.naloc.net  .  If you go to the old address, there will be a link to the new one. 
 

A Visit with the Laverdas – The Family, that is : 
 
 In the last newsletter, lo these many months ago, I wrote about my trip to Italy in September to go riding 
with Cor Dees and a group of his Dutch friends (on a borrowed Montjuic from Piero).  At that visit, we all spent 
some time in Piero’s warren of garage spaces looking over his large collection of Laverda motorcycles, most in well 
used condition – no restored trailer queens here.  In fact, few were restored at all.  I’ll show, in the photos that 
follow, some of this eclectic collection.  There were quite a few ex-factory race bikes and some newer replicas.  And 
of course, there were piles of parts and memorabilia everywhere.  Piero expressed the hope that all of this would one 
day find its way into a Laverda motorcycle museum in Breganze, but whether this dream becomes a reality is to  
be seen. 
 
 After bidding farewell to my new Dutch friends,  I was picked up at my hotel by Piero and we went to the 
Laverda villa.  I would have ridden the Monty there but it was pouring rain.  After lunch we drove to the airport in 
Venice to pick upmy wife, Hien, who had bravely flown over from Rhode Island alone to meet me.  Returning to the 
Laverda home in Vincentina, we settled into an apartment kept there for visiting guests.  The next morning, when 
the sun had returned,  I hopped on the back of Piero’s SFC1000 and had, shall we say, an “exciting” ride back to the 
hotel to retrieve the Monty.  I probably would have been more relaxed if I’d just kept my eyes shut.  Piero is an 
enthusiastic (and safe) pilot, but I do not like riding pillion, never mind in Italian traffic on two lane winding roads.  
But we survived and I was able to return the borrowed 500 safe and sound to its home.  I remain impressed with the 
Montjuic and will now work to get mine back on the road. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
Piero with Line-Up or Work Racers & Replicas 
 

 
 
 
   Note Trophys from the Past  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Piero and His Toys     Multi-colored 2-Stroke Custom 
 
 
 



 

 
 
V6 and “new” Twin Racer    Shelves Full of Little Laverdas 

 

 
Nice Laverda Assortment 
 
 Piero explains.......... 
  
 
     One morning, Piero and I took about a half hour car ride over to the shop of Giuseppe Andrighetto, friend, 
business partner, and fabricator/mechanic extraordinaire.  His shop lies hidden in the small village of Maragnoli.  
Guiseppe has a huge supply of NOS Laverda parts and is remaking many others for which original supplies are now 
gone, especially for the 750 SFC.   He regularly sells and trades parts with Piero and with other Laverda parts 
suppliers.  



  He also has the molds for reproducing all of the fiberglas body parts for 750 SFCs and for replicas of the 
1000cc triple production racers.  He and Piero have a project to build and provide exact replicas  of the Works triple 
racers for customers. 

Piero 7 Giuseppe and “new” 750SFC   Making new Fiberglass Bodywork 
       
  Of all things, and much to our surprise, who should be at 
Andrighetto’s shop when we pull in, with head buried deep in his car trunk 
(full of parts), but Wolfgang Haerter.  He was there to do a bit of parts 
horse trading with Giuseppe.  He also had some parts to trade with Piero.  I 
think that it was various badges to Wolfgang for a pair of those dual bug-
eyed headlamps (Marchal?) seen on many of the racers.  I got a good tour 

of the shop, 
gazing in wonder 
at the myriad 
gleaming parts-
filled shelves.  I 
also saw a couple 
manufacturing 
the fiberglass 
body parts (awful 
fumes, even 
outside).  
Giuseppe is 
himself building 
complete replica 
750 SFCs.   
 
  
  
  
  

Mirage & Triple Racer Replica              Giuseppe, Piero & Wolfgang 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

There is a Town named Laverda 
 
 I saw a big Laverda trailie, a 1200 Mirage and one of 
the 1000cc Triple Works Replicas (under 
construction).      The Andrens & the Laverdas 
  Piero and his wife, Luisa, were gracious hosts to my wife and I during our week there providing fine food, 
hospitality, and acting as sightseeing guides.  We also enjoyed seeing their daughter Bruna and son Francesco.  Son 
Giovanni was off at college in Barcelona for a semester.  Here’s a couple of photos including the sign entering the 
town of Laverda 
 

Dutch Laverda Ride to Isle of Mann: 
  
 This year was the 100th anniversary of the Isle of Mann TT with attendant celebrations of the race’s history 
ongoing.  So Cor Dees and a group of six fellow Dutchman decided to ride their Laverdas (4 of them) over to take in 
the events. Here’s some comments he sent to me, with a couple of photos. 
  
 “On our way over to the Island, we 
have had a lot of luck. Both ferries we were 
the last 6 motorcycles allowed for shipping.  
Even the weather was fine, besides the first 
Sunday, which was filled up with rain. All 
the other days sun, sun and sun!!!! 
  Saturday evening June 2nd we 
arrived early in the evening and were invited 
for a barbeque at Keith and Janice Mc Kay 
who are living at Ramsey. Keith is a fanatical 
Laverda man and is racing there with a 
Laverda Jota. Both are marshalling during the 
two weeks of racing. Keith supplied his racer 
to former TT-winner Ray Knight for the Lap 
of Honour on Tuesday, and Marnix and I 
were supplied with entrance tickets for the  
pit area to support him as they had to be 
somewhere on the circuit as a marshall. Ray 
is a very good rider and has made 24 hour 
races as well. For example he rode the 24  
           Marnix Van der Schalk, Jan Molena, and Gido Lodders 
 
 



hour race at Barcelona with a Laverda and 
many others with Laverdas in England and 
on Mann. He said to us that he knows the 
IOM circuit very well as he made more then 
25,000 miles on it.!!!!!!! 
  We could see that too as he left 
somewhere around 15th place between lots 
of Yamahas, Suzukis and other fast modern 
bikes, but after about 20 minutes, he arrived 
somewhere around the 8th place. However, 
since it was not a race we did not expect 
him to push so hard, but there he was.  At 
almost 70 years old, he finished real racing 
after a heavy accident in 1994.  A very nice 
and kind man and still very famous there. 
  On Sunday we were watching the 
last race, the Senior TT. After that we were 
invited again at the Mc Kays for dinner. At 
around 14.00 we got a phone call from 
Keith who told us that he was with Janice at         
      Cor with Ray Knight on his Jota 
the Douglas hospital and we could not come for dinner. He would contact us later on again. Later we heard of 3 
people being killed at a heavy accident at Joey's. We did not hear anything anymore from Keith that night and heard 
stories about a marshal who died in hospital.  So we were very concerned that it was Janice.  Next morning we 
finally got the answer; it wasn't her but another marshal at the same accident. She got hit by the racebike 
on her arm and head and broke her arm in 3 places, which they operated in the night. On her face she had a big cut.  
At those moments you feel how close racing and death can be.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Kosinski 
with his 
“new” 3CL 
just gotten 
from Dale 
Keesecker  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
    Robin Lawrence’s (literally) new 1973 1000 purchased  
         out of Willi’s Museum in Daytona last year 
 
Bits & Bobs: 
 
  30th Anniversary Model 1200 “Gifts”- There was an interesting (and curious) thread on the Laverda 
Digest a while back about the little known fact that purchasers of a new 30th anniversary 1200 were entitled to 
receive a congratulatory letter from the factory (Massimo, to be exact) and also a gold medal, with the purchaser’s 
photo etched onto it.  Evidently some dealers didn’t even know that and were simply asked for the postal addresses 
of the customers and then the factory sent the letters and medals to the the new owners directly. 
 
The letter read: 
 “Dear -------, 
  I’m particularly proud to know that you are one of the 200 special customers who have preferred 
(to purchase) the Laverda 30th anniversary model.  I’d like to thank you for your choice.  With great pleasure, I 
enclose the gold medal with the etched picture of your portrait and hope that you will appreciate it.  I wish you 
thousands of kilometers of satisfaction with your 30th.  Best regards. 
     L’amministratore Delegato Massmo Laverda 
 
 Hannu Koski was able to track down a Finnish owner of a 30th, named Jarmo Lindvall (or “Brando, as he 
is known) who had his letter and medal and forwarded photos of thes to Jean-Louis Olive, who has posted them on 
his Laverdamania web site.  If you’d like to see them, go to www.laverdamania.com/photogb.htm  .Then go to the 
“Various” section and scroll down to the three entries related to the “30th”. An interesting Laverda factoid. 
 



  Board Track Racing –  From Michael Moore - No Laverda content here but a facinating piece of 
motorcycling history nontheless.  This is some video taken by the Czech importer of Indian motorcycles on a trip to 
the US.  It may be the only known film footage of actual board track racing.  These guys were really crazy.  Go to 
www.jockeyjournal.com/?p=235   . 
 
  Marketplace: 
 
     For sale: 
 1988 SFC1000 , one of the last built on special order, 60,000 km, new tires, internal chains, rear shocks, 
completely original and unrestored, IIS ignition, Witt SS exhaust, new Mikuni RS36 unit and original Del’ Ortos, 
8000Euros, contact Jean-Louis Olive at sfcl@wanadoo.fr   . 
 1977 3CL in Alberta, Canada, black, 37,000 miles, Vin#LAV1000CL5252, good rubber, chains and 
sprockets, call (403)783-6408 and ask for Bob . 
 There’s an RGA for sale in Texas.  If interested, contact Steve Bauer at SteveBauer@af-group.com and he 
can give you the details. 
 1983 RGS for sale by original owner, Ralph Cole.  Call him at (918)585-9119 or on cell at (918)691-5349 
or contact Ralph at ralph@ralphcolephotography.com  . 
 
     Wanted: 
 There seems to be a sudden interest in triples over the past couple of months, particularly of the RGS 
variety.  The following folks are loking for one: 
 
Doug Brand:  dbrand2@hotmail.com 
Peter Gruner: pagruner@starpower.net 
Walt Schonaur: lonewolf2125@yahoo.com   
Tom Bendien: tbendien@cisco.com   
 
  Laverda Parts in South Africa: Eric Bergman, on a recent bike holiday in S.A. discovered a remarkable 
cache of Laverda parts at a shop call Eurobike. It’s heavily weighted towards triples and 500s from the late 70s on.  
He saw NOS frames, crankshafts, engine cases, bodywork, exhaust systems, wheels, as well as loads of small parts..  
Owner is named  “ Stretch”(?).  He’s supposed to be a man of integrity and extensive knowledge.  Triples are a 
specialty as he raced them quite a bit.  Website is www.eurobike.co.za and phone 27(21)448-1293, fax is 27(21)447-
1770.  He’ll take credit cards and ship worldwide. 

 
A Motorcyclists Happy Thanksgiving  from Art Bone: 
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Mystery 
Laverda 
at Daytona, from 
Al Ivins (in the 
70s). Who is it 
??????? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Down Under:  
  
Aussie Ian Mackay wrote to let me know his club’s web address so we could mutually establish links on our 
respective wes bites. he then followed up with his Laverda history and a couple of photos that I though you’d find 
interesting: 
 
“Hi Bob,, 
 Thanks for getting back to me. I have been into the Italian /European bikes since 1973.  My first Lav was a 
3C in 1975. I got back into the Laverdas with a restoration of another 3C in 1986 when no-one over here really was 
interested in them. I restored another 2 and sold them very quickly. I bought the gold Jota nearly 9 years ago very 



cheaply and sold it to a younger friend hoping he 
would get to restore it. This didn't happen so I 
bought it back and did it properly over 2 years. 
  The other photo is of a stash of 4 
complete 180 triples ( 1 a non-oilcooler model 
from 1974 ) and 3 disassembled bikes plus a 
heap of parts. I have put 3 of the complete bikes 
back into running order and sold 2 of  them to 
Laverda Club members in Queensland and the 
non-oilcooler to a collector. I got them from an 
interesting source and that is another story, but 
they are getting back on the road. The last 
complete  bike is an '81 Jota with 7C cams, 
stainless rims and spokes, M1R forks, ceramic 
coated pipes,  36 mm Dellorto's, cast iron 
floating discs and top line brembo brakes which 
are better than my 916. It is probably going to be 
a pig to ride at sane speeds.  
  I prefer originality but some of the 
members of the Club over here in Queensland, 
Australia are working hard on ignition systems 
and carburettors, etc to keep these bikes running  
       The Gold One 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
great. Different horses for different 
courses. We have a concours in a 
month in Brisbane. I will get some 
photos and send them. This 
concourse is well known is well 
known and I will talk to the club 
and try to organize a link with you.”      
 
  Regards,    Ian Mackay  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Ian’s Original Purchase 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Second V6 – a Work in Progress: 
 
 Last newsletter, I reported on the second, somewhat incomplete V6 that Cor Dees had managed, after many 
years of trying, to purchase in Italy and bring back to Holland with the goaal of completing the bike and getting it on 
the road.  In the last issue of Il Motorone, the Dutch Laverda Club magazine, Cor wrote an article giving an update 
on progress to date.  While I couldn’t read it, the pictures looked good so I asked Marnix van der Schalk to translate 
the article.  So what follow’s is Marnix’ translation of Cor’s article. 
 
From the Laverda museum: The 2nd V6 - 
 
 Now and then there are changes in the Laverda  Museum, a newly restored bike enters or a nice sign is 
added. Nothing drastic so to say, until my peaceful life was abruptly disrupted by Marnix who called me up during a 
hunting expedition at the Classic bike auto jumble at Novegro near Milan in Italy. It was on that Saturday afternoon 
around 2 o’clock that Marnix told me that he was standing next to the 2nd Laverda V6 that was on display there. I 
had been following this machine for some 6 years and I made, and maintained, contact with its owners. After a 

discussion that I had with former Laverda 
CEO Francesco Tognon 5 years ago,  I 
asked him if he would sell the bike to me. 
Tognon replied that this could be 
discussed but that we would do that the 
next time we meet. Four days later I 
visited him and after insisting, he did not 
mention a price, so I came with a bid. Of 
course he found my  bid way too low but 
he promised to give it some thought.  
Three weeks later he sold the bike to a 
good friend..  I got in touch with this 
friend and maintained a nice contact with 
him. One day he told me that if he were to 
sell the V6, I would be the first to know, 
which gave me peace of mind.  From time 
to time there were rumours  in Holland, 
USA, England or Germany  about the bike 
being for sale but  I kept my mouth shut…   
 

  Cor with the V6 
 
After all we had a clear agreement and every 
time I called him he reminded me about what 
he had promised me but that he also did not 
know where this rumour came from, but I did 
not need to worry.. 
 
 I had no idea if I could ever afford to 
buy the bike but that was of secondary 
importance, first it had to be offered to me..  I 
never wanted to put pressure on the man 
because I could not foresee the outcome, and 
after all I liked him very much, so I had to be 
patient.  Then came Marnix’ phone call from 
Milan. The V6 had been sold! I asked if I 
could have a quick word with the new owner. 
The connection was bad and the man, an 
Italian trader ( Allesandro Altinier) in classic  
      Marnix with the V6 Engine on the Bench 



racing motorcycles, told me he was delighted with this machine and that did not intend to sell it, at least not on short 
term. Nonetheless he told me that he had heard about me and that I should drop by on my next trip to Italy. One day 

later I was there with the thought : If I 
don’t succeed this time I better leave it and 
forget about it. It’s now or never! Well , 
we did reach an agreement! 
 
Cor admires his Baby 
 
 The V6 was going to be 
displayed at the Stafford show in England 
at the end of April and it would then be 
delivered to Holland. There was one 
problem, because my wife Angelien and I 
were going on a 10 day trip to Israel with 
her choir. Marnix agreed to  do the 
honours , picking the man up at the hotel, 
doing the various contracted formalities 
and of course taking receipt of the bike. 
The seller agreed to do it this way, after all 
they had met previously in Milan. 

 So while I was walking through the streets of Tel Aviv, seemingly relaxed, a slightly nervous Marnix and 
his wife Renée were taking care of receiving the bike in Holland.. Everything had been carefully arranged and so 
little could go wrong so that unpleasant surprises were unlikely to occur, but still it was exciting.  I remember well 
that I needed to go to the washroom a bit more often than normal on this Tuesday morning.. I am very grateful to 
Marnix en Renée for their help. 
 
 And so it happened that the most special Laverda in my collection is also the only one that I did not 
personally take possession of, the second V6 ever to leave the Laverda factory!  So what is known about the bike? It 
was built in 1991 with the aim to build a limited series of 25 replicas. The initial asking price was so high that many 
potential buyers resigned which lead to an even higher price.. The project was abandoned so all that was left was the 
show bike and way too expensive brochures! The V6 was displayed at various shows such as the 1995 Utrecht show 
by Marnix and Gijs who were doing the Laverda imports at that time.  
 
 At first glance the bike is complete but rumours had it that the bike was incomplete, so I was told by Mr. 
Mattini who built most of this bike back in 1991 and who has died in the meantime. Others told me that the engine 

was a spare one that was taken along to 
the Bol d’Or in 1978. Same sources 
claimed that many gearbox parts were 
missing. In the recent years I had already 
started the construction of a 3rd V6 for 
which I had purchased all the remaining 
parts at the factory. Countless parts I need 
to make myself. I had decided to construct 
it in the same way as the prototype of 
1977, a bike that is different in many 
ways: different wheels, tank, seat, oil tank, 
exhaust system, monoshock rear 
suspension, instruments panel, brake 
calipers, swingarm and many other details, 
but the design and styling were gorgeous. 
 
Gearbox- whoops, no insides! 
 
 Unfortunately, or maybe not, the 



bike changed radically after the launch at the Milan show in 1977. This bike is owned by the Laverda family as we 
all know. In May 2007 I restarted the project again after having been too occupied by realization of the museum. 
Having the 2nd V6 in the museum makes life much easier to build the third.. For instance, the rear frame is mostly 
identical, but it still needs to be made of course, but I have the pattern at hand.. 
         to be continued.... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Gearbox Parts in 
preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
    Some Day this will Run 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


